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TOYOTA TO THE RESCUE WITH DONATION OF FORKLIFT 
TRUCK 
 
Toyota Material Handling has donated a Toyota Tonero forklift truck to 
Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service. 

The Tonero forklift truck will be used to aid Firefighter training at the Southern 
Fire and Rescue Station, Leicester. Its duties are to include moving vehicles 
and heavy apparatus used in training within the station yard. 

The donation came about following a conversation between Mark 
Johnson, a Firefighter at the Station and Chris Pole, Toyota’s National Parts 
Manager, who is based at the adjacent Toyota Business Centre in Meridian 
Business Park. 

Pole explains: “Mark and I are good friends and in passing conversation it 
was clear that Toyota manufacture and supply forklift trucks which are 
much safer, efficient and overall far better suited to the needs of the Station 
than their previous truck. 

“Having said that I’d look into the possibility of making a donation, I referred 
the idea to our Commercial Director, Jon Buckley who was in full support 
and approved a highly specified Tonero truck for donation.” 

Buckley added: “While Toyota Material Handling is a UK-wide business, 
being an active part of our local communities is at the very heart of our 
values. The donation of the Toyota Tonero forklift truck is a gesture of thanks 
to the station for the fine service they provide the community local to our 
business centre here in Leicester and further afield.” 

The Toyota Tonero is a range of engine powered counterbalance trucks 
which offer reliability, safety and productivity during light to heavy-duty 
applications. 

Accepting the truck was Ian Holden, Group Manager, Leicestershire Fire 
and Rescue Service and Paul Purser, Station Manager, Southern Fire and 
Rescue Station. 



 
 

Ian Holden said: “I would like to thank Toyota Material Handling for their kind 
donation of the forklift truck.  

“The new forklift truck will be particularly beneficial at our Southern Fire 
Station, where we have our new Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) rig. The 
USAR team need to maintain their skills through regular training, as they 
could be deployed to any major incident within the UK, such as a collapsed 
building. The forklift truck will certainly make a difference to the team and 
for Firefighter training in general.”   
 
Paul Purser added: “Thank you to Toyota Material Handling for the donation 
of the forklift truck. This will benefit the Station and the Service in a number 
of ways; by allowing us to move vehicles around the yard more easily and in 
particular by moving the concrete blocks in place on our new Urban 
Search and Rescue rig.”  

To find out more about the Toyota Tonero and other materials handling 
solutions call 0870 850 1400 or visit www.toyota-forklifts.co.uk 
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Notes to Editors:  
Interviews can be arranged through prior arrangement with Corporate 
Communications on the details below. 

About the Service 
Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service provides emergency response, prevention 
and protection services from 20 stations across Leicester, Leicestershire and 
Rutland. Its headquarters is based in Birstall, Leicester. 
  
The Service’s prevention, education, enforcement and inspection programmes 
have resulted in significant reductions in the number of incidents. In the last ten 
years, fire-related incidents have reduced by 43 percent.  
  
During 2016/17, the Service attended 694 road traffic collisions, of which 148 were 
extrications from vehicles, in addition to 2,259 fires. 272 schools were visited as part 
of the Service’s schools programme, delivering fire and road safety education to 
pupils. Staff organised or took part in 1,613 community safety events, promoting fire 
and road safety and arson prevention, and 145 Virtual Fatal Four (VF4) events as 
part of the Service’s young drivers’ road safety project.  

Contact: 
Corporate Communications 
Direct: 0116 229 2195 
corporate.communications@lfrs.org  
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