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Celebrate Safely in 2020
An annual campaign to encourage people across Leicester, Leicestershire
and Rutland to consider their safety during the upcoming season of
celebrations is underway.
Each year, the Celebrate Safely campaign runs across Leicester,
Leicestershire and Rutland and ties in with a number of upcoming
celebrations through to Christmas and New Year. It involves Leicestershire
Fire and Rescue Service, Leicestershire Police, Leicestershire County Council,
Leicester City Council, Rutland County Council and a number of district and
borough councils across the county.
Nick Stanborough, Station Manager at Leicestershire Fire and Rescue
Service, said: “Even though we may be celebrating more at home this year,
our Celebrate Safely campaign is still here to help you and your families
Celebrate Safely. We will be offering many useful safety tips and advice
from all the services involved.
“We want you to enjoy the celebrations, but it’s important to keep yourself,
your family and friends safe, as well as your property and belongings.”
Celebrate Safely includes a social media campaign, where key safety
messages and advice will be shared, to ensure people consider the safety
of their friends and family and enjoy the celebrations safely.
The campaign focuses on the fire risks of electrical items, candles, fireworks,
and cooking, as well as giving advice on how to stay safe when you are out
and about. The campaign also promotes the importance of installing and
regularly testing smoke alarms in our homes.
Nick Stanborough, added: “We urge everyone to be vigilant, keeping a
watchful eye on candles, divas and cooking at all times, as well as being
cautious when it comes to fireworks and bonfires to help avoid any risk to
loved ones caused by fires.

“During periods of celebration, we ask you to help older relatives and
neighbours to ensure their safety as they are at greater risk from fire. We
want all our local communities to have a safe end to 2020.”
Cllr Piara Singh Clair, deputy city mayor for culture, leisure and sport,
added: “The coronavirus restrictions mean people across Leicester and
beyond are having to celebrate differently this year, but it’s still important
that people are mindful of keeping themselves and others safe, to ensure
that everyone can enjoy this special time.”
Celebrate safely this year by following the campaigns top tips below:
- Make sure you have a working smoke alarm installed on each level of
your home
- Never leave cooking unattended
- Don’t attempt to cook if you are under the influence of alcohol
- Consider using battery powered candles
- Keep candles out of the reach of pets and children, and away from
decorations
- Beware of fake electrical products
- Don’t overload electrical sockets! If in doubt: one plug, one socket
- When you go out lock your doors and windows, even if you’re only
going out for a short time
- Be discreet with your valuables
- Never drive any vehicle under the influence of drink or drugs
- Respect – be aware of your surroundings and each other.
For more in depth information about the campaign, useful safety tips and
advice, visit www.celebratesafely.com.
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About the Service

Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service provides emergency response, prevention and
protection services from 20 stations across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. Its
headquarters is based in Birstall, Leicester.
During 2018/19, the Service attended 762 road traffic collisions, of which 125 were
extrications from vehicles, in addition to 2,569 fires. We carried out 6,746 home safety
checks and fitted 4,790 smoke alarms. 279 schools were visited as part of the Service’s
schools programme, delivering fire and road safety education to pupils. Staff organised or
took part in 1,068 community safety events, promoting fire and road safety and arson
prevention, and 134 Virtual Fatal Four (VF4) events as part of the Service’s young drivers’
road safety project.
The Service’s prevention, education, enforcement and inspection programmes have
resulted in significant reductions in the number of incidents. In the last ten years, fire-related
incidents have reduced by over 30 percent.
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